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Designer abodes abound in Hong Kong, a city that prides itseH-on-+e
of luxury through residences imbued with international visio ,
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‘ ‘ PEOPLE BUY INTO A BOLD LIFESTYLE CONCEPT

ENVISIONED BY AN ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER THEY ADMIRE.
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ong Kong's leading residential developers are known for

staying on top of trends to ensure that their customers get

the most bang for their buck. In recent years, one sure way

of selling luxury homes is to attach a brand name designer
to the property. As buyers become more sophisticated, it is no longer
about hardware such as marble floors and glittering chandeliers. Rather,
people buy into a bold lifestyle concept envisioned by an architect or
designer they admire. The result is that penthouses, duplexes and villas
that make up the cream of a high end residence are often decked out to
the smallest detail by a top caliber international talent.

Last fall, the Sky Duplex in The Morgan sold for HK$188.8 million.
Developed by Phoenix Property Investors and situated on 31 Conduit
Road in Mid-Levels, the building was designed by Manhattan based
Robert A.M. Stern Architects while the duplex was by fellow New York
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based Richardson Sadeki. With 2,343 square feet across the
28th and 29th floors, the apartment boasts both city views out
to Victoria Harbour and green views of The Peak. It features a
rare 460 square foot terrace that acts as an extension of the
living room, and ceiling heights of 3.5 metres. Yet what makes
Sky Duplex unique is the philosophy behind the interiors.

“My challenge was how to negotiate the relaxed greenery of the
south with the super fast urban fabric of the CBD,” notes Heidar
Sadeki. “I partly opened the wall between the dining area and the
kitchen, to continue the visual trajectory all the way through the
north-south axis. The colours of the living area are inspired by
The Peak: the blues, pistachios and greens of nature. The dining
room, which is closer to Central, is more urban: blacks, golds and
velvets. This rich dichotomy exists throughout the flat.”

Upstairs, Sadeki taps into his Persian heritage as well as his
training as filmmaker to create a stunning backdrop. Inspired by
Turkish hammans, Sadeki created a tepid room where owners can
lounge in the gentle humidity of a warm room prior to bathing. A
freestanding bathtub flanked by a pair of marble stone benches
look out to the pastoral views of the hillside, while a floating wall
separates the bedroom from the bathroom. “The bed appears to
float in front of an exterior wall—the wall shared by the bedroom
and staircase,” explains Sadeki. “The bedroom is a series of
layers: from the openness of the bath, to the more private area of
the bed, to the stone enclosure of the stairs.”

For Wing Tai Properties and Manhattan Group’s La Vetta
residences in Kau To Shan, the developers entrusted the

design of its clubhouse and a four bedroom show home dubbed
Icon House to Toronto based Yabu Pushelberg. The 158 unit
development ranging from 544 to 5,129 square feet includes low
rise condominiums and stand alone houses nestled within the
hills above Tolo Harbour and Shatin Racecourse.

George Yabu and Glenn Pushelberg
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Yabu Pushelberg looked to the bucolic setting of the development as
well as the essence of luxury for inspiration. “Wing Tai had a vision
and trusted us to make a special project,” says Glenn Pushelberg.
“We were told to make something international. Luxury is not about
gold frames. It’s about being considerate; about details, substance
and longevity. There are nods to nature through the art. La Vetta
made us think of grand houses with their long promenades.”

To get an exclusive look and feel for Dukes Place, a joint venture
luxury residential project on Jardine’s Lookout between Couture
Homes, Grosvenor Asia Pacific and Asia Standard International
Group, the developers tapped London based Tara Bernerd. As
a regular visitor to Hong Kong, she created a duplex in the PDP
London designed building inspired by her impressions of the
city. “For the prestigious Dukes Place development, as with

all my projects, the location certainly influenced the design,”
explains Bernerd. “I strive to create spaces that are indigenous
to their surroundings. For Dukes Place, we wanted to capture
the lively nature of the city and did this by incorporating bold
palettes with rich colours and textures. We also designed
layouts that optimise views over the city, to bring a sense of
place to the heart of the property.”

Situated above Happy Valley in eastern Mid Levels, the 22 storey
Dukes Place offers 16 apartments ranging from 2,800 to more

than 6,800 square feet. Its contemporary architecture features
alternating bands of sleek Italian stone and curtain walls accented
with champagne coloured metallic trim. “We were immediately
inspired by the architectural aesthetic of the tower and wanted to
continue this narrative internally,” notes Bernerd. “We integrated
the curved language of the building into the plan to create a soft and
seamless flow between areas. With the lifestyle of the well travelled,
design conscious resident in mind, a rich palette of bold colours
was brought to life by layering the most luxurious materials such as
glossy lacquers, leather panelling and walnut joinery.”

Dukes Place
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Tara Bernerd. Photo by Jason Alden.
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Open this past summer, Artus is the latest residences courtesy of New World
Development’s executive vice chairman and general manager Adrian Cheng

under his Artisanal Movement banner. Situated in Victoria Dockside, the mixed

use complex that replaced New World Centre in Tsim Sha Tsui, Artus offers 284
serviced apartments with a strong emphasis on art and culture. The public areas
and majority of the residences are designed by Hong Kong’s Andre Fu of AFSO, while
its three penthouses ranging from 3,042 to 3,703 square feet are by New York’s
nemaworkshop, London’s Fiona Barratt-Campbell and Hong Kong's Joyce Wang.

Fu looked to the seaside context and the KPF designed building’s curvilinear

.\ architecture for inspiration. He was careful to reference art and culture

| I \ i _f 1 throughout the common spaces, carving out niches and table settings for

2 ) priceless artefacts such as a Qing Dynasty square vase or a guangcai fruit punch
bowl made from delicate white clay. “Contemporary living goes beyond aesthetics
to where people feel they want to stay there longer, invite friends to join them,
and feel very much at home with a sense of comfort,” Fu says.

‘ ‘ Artus - The Library . ‘
CONTEMPORARY
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